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TRUMP IN JAPAN
All the pomp and pageantry in 
the world could not paper over 
the tensions between President 
Donald Trump and Japan’s 
Shinzo Abe on two of their most 
pressing issues: North Korea and 
trade.
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BY MARK LAFLAMME
SUN JOURNAL

AUBURN — Laurier T. Raymond, a for-
mer Androscoggin County attorney, pro-
bate judge and Lewiston mayor, died Satur-
day at a hospice in Auburn.

He was 87.
Raymond, who was known as Larry, prac-

ticed law for 61 years in the area, and for a 
time served on the board of directors for the 
Franco American Heritage Center.

“A native of Lewiston, Larry was proud of 
his city and contributed in countless ways 
to revitalize it and improve the lives of his 
fellow Mainers,” U.S. Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, said in a prepared statement. “Af-
ter graduating law school, Larry returned 
home and provided quality legal servic-
es to individuals and businesses through-
out Lewiston-Auburn for more than six de-
cades. He also gave back to his community 
through public service.”

Raymond served just one term as Lewis-
ton mayor, but that term turned tumultu-
ous in 2002 after Raymond wrote an open 
letter to leaders of the Somali immigrant 
community asking them to slow their mi-
gration to the city. At the time, more than 
1,000 Somalis had moved to Lewiston in 
less than 18 months, and more were on the 
way.

Larry 
Raymond 
dies at 87
Former lawyer, probate 
judge served one term 
as mayor of Lewiston
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In 2002, Laurent “Larry” Raymond, 
Lewiston’s mayor, called on the local Somali 
community to voluntarily limit the number 
of future immigrants choosing to settle in 
his city. Raymond died Saturday. He was 87.

BY J. CRAIG ANDERSON
PORTLAND PRESS HERALD

A joint legislative com-
mittee is scheduled to 
wrap up discussions Tues-
day on a proposed pack-
age of reforms designed 
to make the Maine work-
ers’ compensation system 
more advantageous to in-
jured workers.

The Legislature’s Labor 
and Housing Committee 
is expected to send an om-
nibus bill to the full House 
and Senate that contains 
several — but not all — of 
about two dozen proposed 
workers’ compensation 
system reforms submitted 
in separate bills this legis-
lative session.

Supporters of the re-
forms say the system has 
become unfair to workers 
thanks to past reforms de-
signed to lower insurance 
costs. Opponents say the 
current system has provid-

ed much-needed stability 
to employers following a 
crisis period in the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s.

Democrats and Repub-
licans in the Legislature 
have failed so far to reach 
an agreement on how liber-
al the reforms should be. A 

compromise version of the 
omnibus bill was worked 
out among representatives 
of business, labor and in-
surance interests, but Re-
publican lawmakers have 
so far rejected it. Demo-
crats have made it a condi-
tion of supporting the com-

promise bill that at least 
some Republicans must al-
so support it.

It is not yet clear wheth-
er the committee will en-
dorse the compromise 
bill, a more liberal version 
drafted by Democrats, or 
some amalgamation of 
the two. Republicans also 
drafted their own “minor-
ity report” version, but 
it’s not expected to receive 
majority approval from 
the Democratic-controlled 
committee.

Business and insurance 
groups involved in draft-
ing the compromise bill 
said Republicans on the 
committee would be well-
advised to endorse it, since 
the likely alternative is 
sending a bill drafted by 
Democrats on to the Dem-
ocratic-controlled Legisla-
ture and Democratic Gov. 
Janet Mills.

Maine lawmakers moving forward 
on proposed workers’ comp reform

AP FILE PHOTO
Construction workers build new housing in January in 
Salisbury, Mass.

BY MARINA VILLENEUVE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — Maine’s 
Democratic-controlled Leg-
islature has moved swiftly 
in its first months to pass a 
series of measures address-
ing Democratic priorities, 
including abortion access, 
pay equity, climate change 
and paid leave. 

Democrats who won 
control of the Legislature 
and governor’s mansion 
used the power shift to ex-
pand Medicaid, adopt a pay 
equality law and begin pro-
moting renewable energy. 

But there’s still plenty 
of work to be done before 
lawmakers can adjourn in 
June. Lawmakers will soon 
debate the governor’s two-
year $8 billion budget and 
determine which bills to 
fund.

To-do list
Democratic Gov. Janet 

Mills is expected to soon 
sign bills that failed in past 
years, including proposals 
to ban so-called conversion 
therapy for gay minors and 
paid leave for employees.

Lawmakers face fund-
ing decisions on raising the 
minimum teacher salary to 
$40,000 and allowing state 
funding of abortions for 
Medicaid recipients. 

A number of bills re-
main in committee, includ-
ing a needle-exchange pro-
gram and a push to require 
hands-free mobile devices 
for motorists.

Lawmakers are still 
hashing out potential 
compromises on gun con-
trol, online sports betting, 
broadband bills and work-
ers’ compensation. 

Lawmakers haven’t yet 
voted on a legal framework 
for marijuana sales, which 
could begin early 2020 or 
sooner. 

Climate change
This month, Maine be-

came the first state to ban 
single-use food and drink 
containers made from poly-
styrene foam, commonly 
known as Styrofoam. 

Mills also signed legisla-
tion to repeal a former Re-
publican Gov. Paul LePage 
policy that changed how so-
lar owners were credited 
for energy sold to the grid. 
Another law sets a goal for 
Maine to come up with a 
plan to become a net export-
er of energy by 2030. 

Bills to ban single-use 
plastic bags and create a 
council tasked with ex-
panding renewable energy 
are still pending. 

Work remains after 
early Democratic 
legislative success
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The Memorial Day Parade crosses into Lewiston from Auburn, left, on Monday morning in this three-photo composite image.

BY JENNY JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE SUN JOURNAL

AUBURN — People greeted 
veterans, shook their hands 
and thanked them for their 
service during Memorial 
Day festivities in the Twin 
Cities on Monday.

“It’s been a very emotional 
day for me,” said Normand 
Cote, treasurer of the L/A 
Veterans Council, which 
sponsored the parade for 
both cities and the ceremony 
at Veterans Memorial Park 
in Lewiston. “When they 
talk about all the people that 
died — I was in Korea. I was 
a Navy diver. We came upon 
a ship that was hit by artil-
lery shore batteries. We were 
the first ones to get there, and 
you don’t forget that.”

“It’s wonderful!” Ron 
Beedy of Turner, a U.S. Ar-

my veteran who served in 
the 25th Infantry Division in 
Vietnam, said as he watched 

the parade. “It’s important 
for us veterans but for ev-
erybody, too. It’s all too easy 

with the lifestyle we enjoy to 

Twin Cities honor the fallen
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U.S. Sen. Susan Collins, left, and others pause while taps is played during Monday’s Memorial 
Day ceremonies at Veterans Memorial Park in Lewiston.

BY JENNY JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE SUN JOURNAL

AUBURN — The Maine Bi-
centennial Commission has 
announced the official State 
of Maine Bicentennial Pa-
rade will take place in Lewis-
ton and Auburn in the spring 
of 2020.

“What better way to cele-
brate the birthday of Maine 
than right here in the twin 
cities,” an announcer said 
over the loud speaker at 
Festival Plaza during the 
Memorial Day Parade on 
Monday.

The crowd reacted with 
cheers.

“I can’t think of a better gift 
for our 150th birthday than to 
know that our city has been 
selected to once again co-host 
the Maine State Parade as 
part of Maine’s bicentennial 

celebration,” Auburn May-
or Jason Levesque said in a 
statement.

The State of Maine Bicen-
tennial Parade will be a state-
wide celebration of Maine’s 

past, present and future, ac-
cording to Maine200, the offi-
cial planning commission.

“We are thrilled to have 
been selected to co-host the 
official State of Maine Bicen-
tennial Parade in 2020 and 
look forward to highlighting 
the rich history and diversi-
ty that Lewiston brings to the 
great State of Maine,” Lewis-
ton Mayor Kristen Cloutier 
said in a statement.

The event is modeled af-
ter the Maine State Parade, 
which took place in Lewiston 
and Auburn and ended in the 
early 2000s. Planning for the 
2020 parade will begin this 
summer.

Lewiston-Auburn to host Maine Bicentennial Parade

“I can’t think of a better gift for our 150th 
birthday than to know that our city has 
been selected to once again co-host the 
Maine State Parade as part of Maine’s 
bicentennial celebration.”

Auburn Mayor Jason Levesque
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