Wanda Haney of South Portland

held off two challengers.
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WANDA HANEY BINETTE

Wanda is our Maine Track Club 1989 OUtstanding Runner
female, opend U was a fong road for her, She thinks all of
us in MTC deserve some of the credit. Although Drian
Gilleepie and Carol Weeks stand out. Bob Jolicoueur, Jane
Dotley and Don Penta especially helped her. But we all did,
she says We are "like a family.” We were “nice people to
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When W anda was 13 ghe lost her mother and went
throwwd a pretty cought peciod. She reports being alwavs
in lrouble with teachers and the like. Then, in 6th grade,
she went out for the track team and became serious aboul
it in Juniee High School. This is when Brian Gillespie
eatered the sceae as coach, conflident and inspirational. At
about the same time, Carol Weeks tour top 404 runner
heresellt ook Wanda under her wing, giving her
confidence o addition, she "helped a lot with attitude and
ability w talk o people,

Wanda found that "running was my thing, it went really
great.” In her senior year it High School she was
undefeated in Cross Country and won the State 800 {2:20)
and the mile (5:20)

After graduation Wanda was free o run in MTC races
which she “won every aow and then” She always wanted
oy win the Bove Club race and one of the high points to her
was when she did exactly that this vear in 30045 She was
alse very erxcited aboul her 22:37 PR at our 4 mile Turkey
Trot.

Not long ago, Adrian Wadsworth, President of the Maine
tion of va* Athletics Congress, conceived the idea of
n » TAC racing team. They were entered in the
Fe -=hmnvr< Run for Women on May S, 1990 1 Albany, New
York  This race sas cerlitied as the National 5% Read
Rachig Championship, which attracted some of the best
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ORHLEI RO B e CERIE Ly BER CONBIeed ol jeven
ruaners wath the top theee sooring or the team. Due 1o
wjuries, eahy Bdie Dubord, Tine Mc‘s«:r»c and Wanda toed
the starting loe. They placed third of 27 teams from all
over the country, just seven seconds out of second place,
Wanda won 300 and the women voted that Wanda should
keep the crvstal bow)

Wanda married Scotl Binette and very soon therealter
they had 1o sel up tempocary guarters in Orono while he
finished graduate school in engineering. His new job
caused them (o move recently (o Plainshoro, New Jersey. A
400 runner n school, Scott has now started running with
Wanda on some of her training runs. Meanwhile, she is
working in a New Jersey supermarket, This means lots of
weekend hours, which restricls ber abdity (o run as many
local races as she would like

Wanda = goal 1 to someday be the best lemale runner in
Maine, Her deeam is o qualify for the Olvmpic Trials,
Coach Gdlespie says “why not 7 All the women who are
farter than Wanda are ofder than she. Desides, Wanda hias
been brought along slowly, which doubtiess accounts for
her fack of injuries. She has been training for distances in
the & area and has stacled working with weights "This
program of slow progression requires time 1o change the
bewdy AL uwe 24 she has not reached her potential and
Coach Gitiespie would not be surprised by @ significant
Hmprovement

So. while Wanda is effusive about what we have done for
her, perhaps it could be mentioned that she has done a lot
for all of us. Her achievements bring us all credit. Alter
ali, we are Tamiiy ~
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